4

%

A,

0/
S

Approved For Release 2005/1 11293 E}IA-RDi79R00904A0001 00020097-5

band -

CONFXDENILAL
S April 1951

MEMORANIDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

SUBJECT: NIE-271 Chinese Corrmnist Capabilities and Intentlons
with Respect to Taiwan

1+ The last sentence of paragraph 2 of the Conclusions, on
page 2, is an unfortunste survival from an earlier draft which is
an inadequate statement of what is meant, I sugrest that the
following two rentences bs substituted for it:

"The USSR would probably estimate that it would incur

2 mbgtantial riek of war with the US if it furnished
assistance of the type and scale that would be required
to make the operation successful., We do not believe

the U387 1s likely to incur this degree of risk solely on
sooount of the advantage to be gained from Chinese Com-
mnist conquest of Talwan in 1951.*

2, If this change is acceptable, a parallel alteration of para~
graph 23 of the Discussion, on page 15, would logically follow.

3, The first sentence of paragraph 19 of the Discussion, on
page 12, would be improved by substituting “assistance® for "aid"
in the last line of the page, Actually what is meant by this "aid
is "if substahtial US naval and air power participated in the defense
of the lgland®,

BHERMAN KENT
Aoting Assistant Director
for National Estimates
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